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1 . WE RECOGNIZE THAT IT IS IN THE US INTEREST TO RETAIN 
FOR THE US THE POSITION OF CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 

NAMSA. HOWEVER, THIS APPLIES EQUALLY TO SEVERAL OTHER 
US NATIONALS WORKING FOR NATO, AND US DOES RECEIVE REIM- 
BURSEMENT FOR THEIR SALARIES. WE DO NOT CONSIDER IT 
INAPPROPRIATE TO REQUEST AND OBTAIN REIMBURSEMENT OF 
NATO EQUIVALENT SALARY AND ALLOWANCES FOR NAMSA CHAIRMAN 
POSITION. IN CONNECTION WITH ANNUAL BUDGET REQUESTS, 

WE ADVISE CONGRESS THAT "THE US RECEIVES CREDIT ON 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 016337 

ITS CONTRIBUTIONS EQUIVALENT TO THE SALARIES, ALLOWANCES, 

AND TRAVEL COSTS WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN PAID SUCH PERSONS 
HAD THEY BEEN HIRED DIRECTLY BY NATO". "SUCH PERSONS" 

COVERS ANY US NATIONAL SECONDED BY THE US TO A NATO 
INTERNATIONAL POSITION. A DELIBERATE DECISION NOT TO 
REQUEST REIMBURSEMENT IN THIS INSTANCE WOULD BE INCON- 
CONSISTENT WITH THIS POLICY. 
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2. WE CONSIDER THE CHAIRMAN NAMSA POSITION SOMEWHAT DIF- 
FERENT FROM EITHER THE CHAIRMAN MBC/CBC OR THE CHAIRMAN 
CENTRAL EUROPE PIPELINE POLICY COMMITTEE. THE LATTER 
POSITION IS NORMALLY ROTATED EACH YEAR AMONG THE NATIONS, 
AND IN NO WAY CAN BE CONSIDERED A FULL-TIME POSITION. 

IN THE CASE OF THE MBC/CBC, THE SERVICES OF THE CHAIRMAN 
ARE PROVIDED FREE BY NATIONS FOR A ONE TO TWO-YEAR PERIOD. 
BY THIS PROCEDURE, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BUDGET COMMITTEES 
IS ABLE TO OPERATE COMPLETELY INDEPENDENTLY OF EITHER 
THE SECRETARY GENERAL OR THE NATO MILITARY COMMANDERS. 
THESE CONSIDERATIONS ARE NOT PRESENT IN THE CASE OF NAMSA, 
WHERE THE US HAS PROVIDED FREE AND ON A CONTINUOUS BASIS 
THE SERVICES OF THE CHAIRMAN SINCE THE EARLY SIXTIES. 

3. WE FEEL IT IMPORTANT TO KNOW NOW WHETHER NATO WILL 
REIMBURSE US FOR THE POSITION OF CHAIRMAN BOD NAMSA. 

IF THE DECISION OF NATO IS NOT TO REIMBURSE THE US FOR 
THE DIRECTOR POSITION, WE MAY WANT TO RECONSIDER OUR 
ENTIRE POSITION REGARDING US MANNING IN NAMSA. SINCE 
THE APPLICATIONS FOR POSITION OF GENERAL MANAGER CLOSE 
ON 15 MARCH 1977, WE ASK THAT YOU REQUEST NATO REIM- 
BURSEMENT FOR CHAIRMAN NAMSA, EFFECTIVE 1 IANUARY 1977 
AND ADVISE RESULTS. 

4. THERE ARE ONLY 2 POSSIBILITIES WITH REFERENCE TO THE 
NAMSO AFFAIRS OFFICER (STAN BECK). THEY ARE: (1) OBTAIN 
AGREEMENT FROM NAMSA TO REIMBURSE THE US FOR THE POSITION 
OR (2) JUSTIFY RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE POSITION IN USNATO. 
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IF THE MISSION DOES NOT OBTAIN AGREEMENT FOR NAMSA TO 
REIMBURSE THE US, OSD WILL CONSIDER GRANTING A REQUEST 
FOR A TEMPORARY OVERSTRENGTH OF ONE IN THE MANPOWER 
CEILING OF THE MISSION UNTIL THE END OF 1977. 

VANCE UNQTE 
VANCE 
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